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might be liable at the end of the season to make over a propor-
tion of the crops to the person with a title in the land." 1
Desirable though it may be to differentiate the krishak (cultivator)
from the krishimajur (agricultural labourer) we do not think it
is always possible to do so. Moreover,-the economic condition
of the ten ant-at-will differs but little from that of the krishimajur.
In our opinion the proportion of depressed class occupancy
tenants in Bengal is in no way greater than in Bihar.

As in Bihar the proportion of depressed class tenants in-
creases in hilly tracts or in comparatively less fertile and inhos-
pitable parts of the province. In the Tarai area are a consider-
able number of these people have tenancy rights and their
holdings are often sufficiently large. But here/ diseases like
malaria and kala-azar take a heavy toll and make these people
depressed and unhappy. The dismal outlook of these people is a
great contrast to the cheerful and contented spirit of the hill
people. And even in such places the depressed classes are
being dispossessed of land. In Mymensingh, for instance, the
Garos were undisputed holders of the land over which they
roamed but gradually their rights to the land on this side of the
Assam border have been reduced by expropriation on account
of non-payment of rent as well as by pre-emption under the
Bengal Tenancy Act, according to which one tenant transfers his
right to another. The heavy pressure of immigrants after lands
have been cleared and brought under cultivation by the Garos
is a contributory cause of the expropriation of these tenants.
Similar is the fate overtaking the Meches. "The advance of
settled cultivation is driving these shy people from Bengal into
the less developed parts across the border of Assam/'2

Condition of Tenants

As is the case in the U. P. and Bihar, the holdings of the
depressed class tenants of Bengal are generally small. Where
the soil is good and other conditions of agricultural production
favourable, it is seldom that their holdings are bigger than 4
bighas.2 It is only in inhospitable tracts where the climate is
bad and soil lessiertile that relatively big holdings are frequently

1 Bengal Census Report, Part I, p, 270.         2 Ibid. p. 479.
3 1 acre=3 bighas approximately.